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I just thank you for the opportunity
to share that story with the gentleman
from Indiana.

Mr. STUTZMAN. Thank you.

It is probably all too common, unfor-
tunately, because this document, I be-
lieve, as I said earlier, is one that
doesn’t appear to be exciting. But when
you read it and when you realize what
it does for our freedom and that it pro-
tects our rights as individuals of this
great Nation, it is so important for us
to understand, and if we don’t know, to
find out, to listen to others who have
gone before us, whether it is our
Founding Fathers or whether it is
those who have served in different ca-
pacities, whether it is in schools or
whether it is in government, there is a
reason for it. It is the 9th and 10th
Amendments, and it is the 9th and 10th
points of our Bill of Rights. I think
that is what of our Founding Fathers
meant. They meant it to be at the end
to give those responsibilities back to
the State governments because they
knew that the Federal Government
wasn’t going to be responsible. They
couldn’t absolutely take care of every-
body with the role and the size that the
Federal Government was at that time.

We are in a situation today where I
believe many Americans believe and
they know in their heart what is right,
and that our Constitution protects
those rights and that we believe in
freedom. We believe in that entrepre-
neurial spirit and that we can go out
and make something of ourselves.

As I said, I am the son of a farmer
and have the opportunity to serve in
Congress, which is a humbling experi-
ence, but at the same time knowing
that we have a responsibility for our
kids and for our grandkids, for our
country, for the freedom that we have,
for the opportunity we have. I believe
that this is a perfect time for us to
know what the Constitution says, to
understand it and to apply it. Whether
you are on the school board, which is
one of the most important positions I
believe any individual can run for, to
be involved in our children’s education,
whether it is on the city council, town
council, county council, State govern-
ment, those are all such important,
township government, are all so impor-
tant because an engaged person in-
volved in the community, involved in
the government, can make a difference.
That is what I believe to be so fas-
cinating is that this document empow-
ers us as Americans. It doesn’t take
power away. It doesn’t give power
strictly to the Federal Government. It
is one that believes in the American
people.

As I mentioned before, with the budg-
et debates coming forward, if we con-
tinue to go down the path of higher
spending, higher taxes, of more regula-
tion, that we only take away oppor-
tunity. We take away the empower-
ment that was given to the American
people, and that we all should be grate-
ful that we can go back to the Con-
stitution and have this discussion and
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have this dialogue about the respon-
sibilities of the Federal Government
and making that case to those of us in
Congress and to our colleagues on both
sides of the aisle, the responsibilities
and the opportunities that State gov-
ernments, local governments, not only
can they do, but they can do it better
because they can meet the needs of
their local communities because they
hear from local citizens. I believe that
government that is closest to the peo-
ple serves the people better.

With that, I appreciate each of my
colleagues this evening being part of
the Constitutional Caucus discussion
here on the House floor. I am looking
forward to many more. I know that
each of us have great responsibilities in
front of us in realizing what the Fed-
eral Government’s role is, according to
this document, and that we take these
very seriously in the upcoming days
and that we don’t continue to grow the
size and the scope of government.

I thank the Speaker for the time.

———
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H. CON. RES. 34, CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION ON THE BUDGET
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012

Mr. BISHOP of Utah, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 112-62) on the
resolution (H. Res. 223) providing for
consideration of the concurrent resolu-
tion (H. Con. Res. 34) establishing the
budget for the United States Govern-
ment for fiscal year 2012 and setting
forth appropriate budgetary levels for
fiscal years 2013 through 2021, which
was referred to the House Calendar and
ordered to be printed.

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 10 a.m. tomorrow for morning-
hour debate and 11 a.m. for legislative
business.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

————

POLICY OF TAXATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary b5, 2011, the gentleman from New
Mexico (Mr. PEARCE) is recognized for
30 minutes.

Mr. PEARCE. Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. I appreciate the opportunity to ad-
dress the body tonight.

I was not able to hear the President’s
speech today, but I was able to then
get a transcript and read it. I note in
the opening of that speech that he
says, on page 1, that the debate that
we’re having here in Washington is
about the kind of future that we want.
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It’s about the kind of country we be-
lieve in, and then he describes that’s
what his speech will be about today.

As I read the context of the speech, 1
realize that the President and many
Americans believe in very dramatically
different models of country, and the
kind of future that we believe in is dra-
matically different. I find in the Presi-
dent’s speech that he centers many of
his comments around taxing. Maybe
it’s taxing the millionaires and the bil-
lionaires. So I think that if we’re going
to talk about the kind of country that
we live in, the kind of future that we
want for the country, for our children
and grandchildren, it is imperative
that we begin to discuss this policy of
taxation, this idea that we should and
can tax the rich greater proportionate
shares. It is that which I would like to
address tonight.

Now as we talk about the future we
believe in, understand that economic
growth and vitality are critical con-
cepts. And so one must then ask, How
does the country achieve economic
growth? How does it fail to achieve
economic growth? That would be a key
question. One of the core economic
truths of economic growth is that when
we tax the citizens more than approxi-
mately 23 percent, that we find an
economy that will be stuck in stagna-
tion. When we lower the taxation rate,
then we find an economic vitality, cre-
ation of jobs. And so somewhere in that
threshold of about 23 percent, we un-
derstand that every time we raise
taxes, we Kill jobs; and every time that
we lower taxes, we create jobs. That
was the essence of the argument that
President Kennedy levied when he said
we need to lower the tax rate in order
to create more government revenues.

I often talk about the economic
chaos that we’re facing in our world
right now, in our country; and it begins
at this point. We begin with looking at
the chart; we have basically an imbal-
ance. We are spending $3.5 trillion
every year, and we’re bringing in $2.2
trillion every year. Our economy is
stuck in stagnation. We don’t have the
ability to create jobs. And the Presi-
dent is talking about raising taxes in
order to create revenue. President Ken-
nedy would understand that when we
raise taxes, we actually diminish the
2.2 figure, we actually lower the 2.2, be-
cause jobs are lost, productivity is lost;
and, therefore, those jobs don’t pay
taxes to the government and the gov-
ernment’s revenues begin to decrease.

I hear my friends on the other side of
the aisle often describe the necessity to
tax away Exxon’s profits, that we
should take every single dollar they
make. In fact, we had one Presidential
contender in the last race on the Dem-
ocrat side saying we should tax
Exxon’s profits and spend them. We
heard the Speaker of the House at that
point using that same language, that
we should tax the profits of Exxon and
spend them.

Now let’s take a closer look at that.
Exxon makes good profits. They have a



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-08T13:51:25-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




